
POLS 211              Political Parties and Interest Groups 
Prof. Daniel Klinghard             dklingha@holycross.edu 
303 Fenwick Hall                                                                508-793-2361 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 3:20-5:00 

Wednesdays 11-2 
and by appointment 

 
About the Course________________________________________________________ 

This course examines the role of political parties, interest associations, and civic 
engagement in a liberal democratic regime.  Neither interest associations nor parties are 
mentioned in the US Constitution, and they 

both as coalitions and as organizations? 

 
Similarly, no passage of the Constitution gives us guidance as to how citizens are 

expected to involve themselves in the political process, but nearly all political scientists 
agree that the measure of a nation’s civic engagement is closely related to the health of 
the regime.  To understand why, we will go beyond the explicitly political organizations 
that draw citizens immediately into politics, and investigate the role of civic 
organizations generally.  Because the line between private citizen action and public 
involvement is usually a thin one (civic organizations often branch quickly into politics, 
and civic organizations give citizens tools with which to participate in politics later even 
if they do not), their connection to political parties will become more and more apparent 
as the semester progresses. 
 
 The course is broken into three parts.  The first is an attempt to set forth a working 
schema of what it is that parties do.  We’ll draw a theore





http://www.plagiarism.org/


 4

Office Hours____________________________________________________________ 
My office hours are not just the times that I happen to be on campus; I encourage you to 
view my office hours as an extended class time.  If you have questions about the material 
that I have not clarified in class, if you have a particular insight that you would like to 
share, or if you are having a difficult time with the material and would like some 
assistance, feel free to come by during the times listed above.   
 
I have scheduled formal office hours (listed above), but I will be widely available for 
discussion outside of these times.  Should your schedule conflict with the formal office 
hours schedule, I can make an appointment with you for some other time.   
 
Course Readings           
The following texts may be purchased at the college bookstore.  In addition, there are a 
number of course readings on the course Blackboard site. 
 

Richard Hofstadter, The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate 
 Opposition in the United States, 1780-1840  
 
Sidney M. Milkis, Political Parties and Constitutional Government 
  
William Riordin, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall : A Series of Very Plain Talks on 
 Very Practical Politics (Signet Classics Version) 
 
Jeffrey Berry, The New Liberalism  
 
J.P. Monroe, The Political Party Matrix: The Persistence of Organization  
 
Theda Skocpol and Morris Fiorina, Civic Engagement in American Democracy 
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Schedule of Assignments          
(B) indicates that the reading is on Blackboard 
 
Schedule of Readings 
January 19 Parties in Twenty-first Century Society (to be read by 1st day of  

         class) 
Nicholas Lemann, “The Controller” (B) 
 

I.  Parties Questioned 
January 24 Parties as Governing Institutions  

Harvey Mansfield, “Political Parties and Constitutional Government,”  
          (B) 
James Madison, The Federalist 51 (B) 
Alan Ehrenhalt,  “Mayor Daley and Modern Democracy: What We 
           Should Have Learned from Chicago in the 1950s” (B) 
Nicholas Lemann, “Bush’s Trillions” (B) 
 

January 26 One Party, Two Parties, and More 
Alan Ware, Citizens, Parties, and the State, (B) 
James Madison, The Federalist 10 (B) 
Theodore Lowi, “Toward a Responsible Three-Party System,” (B) 
E.E. Schattschneider, “The Special Character of the American Parties:  
          The Two-Party System” (B) 
 

January 31 Party as Ideology and Party as Institution 
Alan Ware, “Parties and Ideology” (B) 
Peter J. Boyer, “The Right to Choose: Why the Democrats are Moving  
            Toward Compromise” (B) 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, selections on great and  
            small parties(B) 
Edward Banfield, “In Defense of Political Parties” (B) 
Hume, “On Parties in General” (B) 
 

February 2 Parties as Civic Organizations 
Wilson Carey McWilliams, “Parties as Civic Organizations” (B) 
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, selections on self- 
             interest, rightly understood) (B) 
Milkis, ch. 1 
 

February 7 Civic Engagement and Its Requirements 
Ray, “Technological Change and Associational Life,” in S/F 
Skocpol and Fiorina, “Making Sense of the Civic Engagement Debate,”  
              in S/F 
Skocpol, “How Americans Became Civic,” in S/F 
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II.  The American Developmental Response 
February 9 Parties in Early America 

Hofstadter, The Idea of Party, chas.1, 2 
George Washington, “Farewell Address” (B) 
 

February 14 Parties Justified 
Hofstadter, The Idea of Party, chas. 3, 4  
 

February 16 Martin Van Buren and the American Model 
Essay I Due 
Hofstadter, The Idea of Party, chas. 5, 6 
Milkis, Political Parties and Constitutional Government, ch. 2 
 

February 21 Lincoln and the Rise of the Republican Party 
William Riker, “Manipulation and the National Selection of Issues: The 
           Development of the Issue of Slavery as a Prelude to the American   
           Civil War” (B) 
William Riker, “Lincoln at Freeport” (B) 
Stephen Douglas and Abraham Lincoln, “Debate at Freeport”  
           (B) 
 

February 23 Machine Politics 
Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall 
 

February 28 Machine Politics II 
Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall 
Clemens, “Organizational Repertoires and Institutional Change: 
              Women’s Groups and the Transformation of American Politics, 
              1890-1920,” in S/F 
Martin Shefter, “Trade Unions and Political Machines” (B) 
 

March 2 
 

No Class 

March 14 The Nationalization of American Parties 
Donald Stokes, “Parties and the Nationalization of Electoral Forces” (B) 
Scott James, “Building a New American Party: Patronage Discipline and 
             the Emergence of Strong Party Government” (B) 
Walter Dean Burnham, “The Changing Shape of the American Electoral 
             Universe” (B) 
Rahn, Brehm, and Carlson, “National Elections as Institutions for 
           Generating Social Capital,” in S/F 
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March 16 MIDTERM 

 
March 21 The Progressive Challenge 

Milkis, Political Parties and Constitutional Government, ch. 3  
Ronald N. Johnson and Gary D. Libecap, “Replacing Political 
            Patronage With Merit” (B) 
 

March 23 The Progressive Challenge, part II 
James Caeser, “Woodrow Wilson and the Origin of the Modern Idea of  
            Presidential Selection” (B) 
Thomas Cronin, Direct Democracy : The Politics of Initiative,  
            Referendum, and Recall, selections (B) 
Howard Reiter, Selecting the President: The Nominating Process in   
            Transition (B) 
 

March 28 From Normalcy to the New Deal 
Milkis, Political Parties and Constitutional Government, chas. 4, 5 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, “Commonwealth Club Address,” (B) 
 

March 30 The Legacy of the 1960s 
Milkis, Political Parties and Constitutional Government, chas. 6, 7 
Jeffrey Berry, “The Rise of Citizen Groups,” in S/F 
Students for a Democratic Society, “The Port Huron Statement” (B) 
 

III.  Party and Politics in the Twenty-First Century 
April 4 Postmaterialism and the New Political System 

Berry, The New Liberalism, ch. 3 
Peter Skerry, “Racial Politics 




